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CSFA LEADER
IS CHOSEN FOR
JUSTICE JOB

Clinton Picks Harris
to Head Criminal Unit

President Bill Clinton has chosen Jo Ann Harris,
chair of the Advisory Board of the Center for the
Study of the First Americans, to head the Crimi-
nal Division of the U.S. Justice Department. Harris, a
New York City lawyer, will be the first woman to fill
the important position if the Senate confirms the
appointment.

Intensely interested in archaeology and pre-
history, Harris says she hopes to continue to partici-
pate in CSFA activities during her tenure. Attorney
General Janet Reno. announced in late June that
Harris was the President’s choice for the position.
“Harris is a seasoned prosecutor who has been inti-
mately involved in the investigation and proseciition™1
of major criminal and civil cases, including complex
white-collar crimes,” said Reno. “She will be a tre-
mendous asset to the Department of Justice and to
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BUTCHERED MAMMOTH BONES
MORE THAN 12,000 YEARS OLD

‘Net Stones’ May Have Anchored Meat in Lake

Mammoth bones with definite signs of butchering
that were found on the bottom of a lake in north-
western Pennsylvania have proven to be more than
12,000 years old.

Dr. M. Jude Kirkpatrick, an archaeologist in the
Anthropology Department at Gannon University,
Erie, Pa., and Dr. Daniel C. Fisher, of the University
of Michigan’s Museum of Paleontology and Depart-
ment of Geological Sciences, have reported details of
the discovery for Current Research in the Pleistocene
No. 10, which has just been published. An initial
report on the find appeared in the Mammoth
Trumpet 7:1 December,
1991. A diver, curious
about what he had discov-
ered in a lake in south Erie

rick and described the
mysterious object as about
two feet long and having
three points. Kirkpatrick
agreed to look at the object
and found that it was the
scapula of a mammoth. He
soon organized an under-
water search employing volunteer scuba divers that
ultimately brought up about 80 percent of the skel-
eton of a young male mammoth from water about 20
feet deep. The location has come to be called the
Moon Mammoth site.

‘What made the discovery intriguing was the fact
that the bones were in four separate groups along

]
The circumstances suggest
e ’IKDI g7 underivater cache created by
Paleoindians to safeguard meat
Jrom scavenging and predatory
animals.

by

the shoreline of the lake, a kettle formed during the
retreat of the Wisconsin glaciation. Further, with the
bones were ‘sandstone fragments that showed signs
of human alteration. The circumstances suggested
an underwater cache created by Paleoindians to safe-
guard meat from scavenging and predatory animals.
Kirkpatrick contacted Fisher, who had previously
found such evidence (Mammoth Trumpet 6:4
“Clues to Paleoindian Survival: Underwater Caches
May Have Supplied Meat in Winter”).

A fragment of the bone was radiocarbon dated
at 12,210 + 120 years B.P. Examination has deter-
] mined that the mammoth
was an incompletely grown
male that died in late
autumn or early winter.
Thiough they acknowledge
that more study remains to
be done, Kirkpatrick and
Fisher say the location and
condition of the bones, the
animal’s age, its sex and
the season of its death, re-
semble other sites be-
lieved to be examples of
Paleoindian underwater meat caches. “The Moon
mammoth shows patterns of bone modification simi-
lar to those observed at other sites suspected to
represent butchered proboscideans,” Kirkpatrick
and Fisher say in their paper. They note particular
bone damage that closely resembles that seen on the

. continued on page 8

WORKED FLINT FOUND WITH MASTODON BONES

Where the Wisconsin glacier met the highlands of
the Allegheny Plateau in east-central Ohio, the ice
sheet and its ultimate melting had profound effects
on the geography. Streams were blocked by ice, and
drainage patterns were altered and then altered
again. The result is an area in Holmes County where
Dr. Nigel Brush shows students examples of glacial
landforms. There, about three miles north of the
maximum advance of glaciation, a lake once
abounded with snails and other small gastropods. A
finger of land extended into its shallows, possibly
creating a convenient place for large mammals to
drink—and possibly a place for humans to trap and
kill them.

Brush, a lecturer in anthropology, geology, and
environmental studies at the University of Akron,
had long heard that mastodon remains were buried
in the farm field that had replaced the Pleistocene
lake. This summer, with the help of several students
learning field techniques in Pleistocene paleontol-
ogy and archaeology, he proved the story true.

Brush discovered not only the remains of a

mastodon, but eight clearly
worked flakes of flint and two
end scrapers in close associa-
tion with the skeleton. The mast-
odon had first been discovered
in 1938, when a farmer was cut-
ting a drainage ditch through
this formerly marshy area. The
trenching machine apparently
cut through the skull, as several
teeth were brought to the sur-
face. Eight mastodon teeth were
eventually recovered as wellasa
large leg bone. Brush received
permission to excavate the site
during July to search what might
be left. The son of the farmer
who discovered its teeth pointed
out the vicinity of the discovery,
and Brush and his students dug
a series of test units, 2 meters
continued on page 8

Dr. Nigel Brush removes a third flint flake found in association with
mastodon bones.

























