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OHIO FOCUS
ILLUMINATES
WIDER PUZZLE

Conference Examines
1st Peopling of Region

The state of Ohio may constitute only about a quar-
ter of one percent of the land mass of North and
South America, but to participants in the Conference
on Ohio’s Early Inhabitants last November at Ohio
University, the area clearly represents a microcosm
of the hemispheric puzzle. While the conference,
sponsored by the Ohio Archaeological Council,
focused on the Ohio Valley and Great Lakes, special-
ists who presented papers shed light on the overall
problem of the peopling of the Americas.

J. M. Adovasio opened the proceedings by noting
the great interest in when humans first came to
North and South America with a presentation “Early
Human Populations in the Upper Ohio Valley: A
View from Meadowcroft Rockshelter.” Subsequent
participants included Linda Shane, who outlined veg-
etation and climatic changes in the late Pleistocene;
H. Gregory McDonald, who described late Pleisto-
cene fauna in Ohio; Daniel C. Fisher, who discussed
evidence of butchery of the Burning Tree mastodon
unearthed in 1989; Kenneth B. Tankersley, who
discussed chronoclines in Ohio’s Paleoindian pe-
riod; and David Brose, who described work at the
Paleo Crossing site. Still other papers included one
by Bradley T. Lepper describing problems in locat-
ing Paleoindian sites in Ohio.

Adovasio, anthropologist, geologist, director of
the Mercyhurst Archaeological Institute at Mercy-
hurst College, Erie, Pa., and executive director of
the Archaeology Research Program at Southern
Methodist University, Dallas, is perhaps best known
for his work at Meadowcroft Rockshelter, immedi-
ately east of the Ohio border in Washington County,
Pa. “It has become increasingly apparent even to the
most conservative archaeologists that the so-called
11,500 B.P. ‘Clovis’ threshold does not signal the
first appearance of human populations in the New
‘World,” Adovasio says in his paper. He believes,
however, it is justifiable to view claims in excess of
20,000 years “with extreme caution or downright
skepticism.” Noting that Meadowcroft has been one
of the most controversial archaeological sites, he
said the controversy has arisen because “Meadow-
croft is the most-intensively studied, most-
extensively published upon, and most-thoroughly
dated of all the potential pre-Clovis sites in the
Americas.”

Adovasio said 52 radiocarbon dates at Meadow-
croft are solid evidence. “No other New World local-
ity and few, if any, Old World localities have so many
internally consistent radiocarbon assays. The 11
attritionally and/or colluvially emplaced strata at
Meadowcroft correctly afford the largest aboriginal

continued on page 3

SITES IN TENNESSEE SUGGEST

CLOVIS ORIGINATED IN EAST

Archaeologists are uncovering evi-
dence that Clovis tool-making
people may have lived in the south-
eastern United States 12,000 years
ago. If the dates survive scientific
scrutiny, their discoveries mean that
Clovis may have originated in the
southeastern United States. :

Material analyzed from the John-
son site (40DV400) on the Cumber-
land River east of Nashville has
been dated at about 12,000 years
old—the oldest so far found in Ten-
nessee, said John Broster, middle-
Tennessee regional archaeologist
for the Tennessee Division: of Ar-
chaeology. Broster is even more ex-
cited about another Tennessee site.
He believes it, the Carson-Conn-
Short site (40BN190), will provide
him a lifetime of work and yield
more evidence of early human habi-
tation in the southeastern United States. So far, it
has produced numerous artifacts and “demon-
strated the existence of an intact Clovis deposit,”
Broster and colleague Mark R. Norton said in a
recent article submitted to Current Research in the
Pleistocene.

“I'll probably be at that site for the rest of my life,”
Broster said of the Carson-Conn-Short site. “I hope
s0,” he said in a telephone interview. “And I hope to
have a long life.” The site is in Benton County,
Tennessee, on the edge of Kentucky Lake, which
was created by a dam on the Tennessee River.

The discoveries are part of a Paleoindian survey
begun nearly four years ago. Broster credits ama-
teur archaeologists who took him to the sites and
shared with him artifacts and information they had
collected. A visit from amateur archaeologist David
Johnson resulted in what has come to be known as
the Johnson site, which lies on private land along the
Cumberland River about five miles northeast of
Nashville.

At the Johnson site, hearths and Clovis artifacts
had washed from the banks of the river near its
confluence with a small creek. Among other finds
recovered from 16 to 20 feet below the surface of the
sloping bank were 25 fluted preforms, one nearly
complete Clovis point, two nearly complete
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Clovis preforms from the Carson-Conn-Short site.

Cumberland points, numerous early-Archaic projec-
tile points and a dozen uniface blade tools. Many of
the tools were made from cobbles of Fort Wayne
chert that is found in the small creek. Others were
crafted of Dover chert, the source of which is about
45 miles away.

Two carbon samples taken from the level where
Clovis material was found yielded dates of
12,660 + 970 years B.P. (TX 6999), and 11,700 + 980
years B.P. (TX 7000). While those dates hover near
the 12,000-year mark, Broster is particularly excited
by a third date obtained from carbon on a feature

continued on page 6

A Geneticist Looks
at the Peopling
of the Americas

Each of the many disciplines involved in the study of
the peopling of the Americas brings its own specific
strengths to the quest for an ultimate solution. Ar-
chaeologists catalog the physical evidence left by
humans, glaciologists determine Ice Age barricades
and passages, palynologists reconstruct past envi-
ronments to ascertain their habitability. These and
many other specialties primarily examine data from
the distant past; in contrast, linguists and geneticists
study evidence in modern peoples.

Physical anthropologists look both at past and
present evidence, studying skeletal remains of an-
cient people and scrutinizing genetic markers of
living populations. As a physical anthropologist spe-
cializing in genetics, Eméke J. E. Szathmary, profes-
sor at the University of Western Ontario, has long

continued on page 4
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Bradley Lepper
Becomes Editor
of CRP Journal

The Center for the Study of the First Americans
has announced a change in editorship of its annual
publication of research notes, Current Research in
the Pleistocene. Bradley T. Lepper, archaeologist
with the Ohio Historical Society, takes over for Vol-
ume 10, the 1993 edition. He replaces founding edi-
tor Jim I. Mead, a Quaternary scientist at Northern
Arizona University, whose editorial tenure con-
cludes with Volume 9, which is now in press.

Lepper is planning some changes in editorial pro-
cedures in the publication, which he hopes will con-
tinue the advances made by Mead and his associate
editor, David J. Melizer of Southern Methodist Uni-
versity. “Jim Mead and Dave Meltzer did a great job
with CRP, and I am only going to be building on the
solid foundation they laid down,” Lepper said.

“The most important change I have implemented
is the creation of a board of associate editors who
represent a broader range of disciplines. The goal
is to present CRP to the widest possible audience
and increase the level of participation of disciplines
other than archaeology. Associate editors,” Lepper
said, “are Dr. Daniel Fisher of the University of
Michigan’s Museum of Paleontology, Dr. Linda
Shane of the University of Minnesota’s Limnological
Research Center, Dr. Thomas Stafford of the Univer-
sity of Colorado’s Institute of Arctic and Alpine Re-
search, and Dr. D. Gentry Steele, a Texas A & M
University physical anthropologist.”

Further, Lepper said, “I am in the process of
building a network of corresponding editors whose
primary responsibility will be to serve as conduits for
information on the latest relevant research being
undertaken in all parts of the world. In addition,  am
contacting recognized Pleistocene scholars in
Canada, Latin America and the northeastern Asian
Pacific rim to serve in this position. I would be happy
to entertain recommendations for the position of
corresponding editor.”

Lepper plans to include the entire scientific coun-
cil of Center for the Study of the First Americans
as de facto corresponding editors. The scientific
council consists of Marvin T. Beatty of the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin, Alan L. Bryan of the University
of Alberta, George C. Frison of the University of
‘Wyoming, C. Vance Haynes Jr. of the University of
Arizona, David M. Hopkins of the University of
Alaska, F. Clark Howell of the University of Califor-
nia at Berkeley, Terence J. Hughes of the University
of Maine, Thomas Lynch of Cornell University,

|
He hopes to continue the advances

made by Mead and Meltzer.
L —

Dennis Stanford of the Smithsonian Institution,
Steele, R. Ervin Taylor of the University of California
at Riverside, Christy G. Turner II of Arizona State
University, Mort D. Turner of the Institute of Arctic
and Alpine Research, Thompson Webb III of Brown
University, and H. Marie Wormington of the Univer-
sity of Colorado Museum.

Lepper, who is based in Newark, Ohio, at the
Newark Earthworks State Memorials, has a doctor-
ate and a master’s degree in anthropology from Ohio
State University. His bachelor’s degree in anthropol-
ogy is from the University of New Mexico. He has
been curator and site archaeologist for the Ohio
Historical Society since 1988 and a visiting professor
at Denison University, Granville, Ohio, since 1989.

He may be best known to Mammoth Trumpet
readers as research coordinator for the Burning
Tree mastodon investigation, which resulted in the
widely publicized discovery of living bacteria from
the mastodon’s digestive tract. That discovery, an-
nounced at a news conference May 3, 1991, received
worldwide attention. (See article Ohio Focus Illumi-
nates Wider Puzzle on page 1).

Assistant Director Is Helping Center
Fulfill Outreach and Research Goals

Rebecca A. Foster has become Assistant Director of
the Center for the Study of the First Americans
at Oregon State University. She is managing daily
operations of the Center, according to Director
Robson Bonnichsen, and John Young, chairman of
the anthropology department, who announced the
appointment in January.

Foster, who has a master’s degree in museum
education from Pennsylvania State University and a
bachelor’s degree in history and archaeology from
Lycoming College, began duties in the Center’s new
offices the first of February. As the “everyday boss”
at the Center, Foster’s responsibilities include bud-
gets, writing applications for grants, and coordinat-
ing fund-raising activities. She will assist in the
production of Current Research in the Pleistocene,
help facilitate the involvement of volunteers in Cen-
ter activities and plan traveling displays. She is ex-
pected to play an important role in carrying out the
Center’s goal of public outreach, as well as to further
its involvement in research and education.

Foster worked for more than three years with a
corporation that designs and produces scientific and
historical displays for museums, zoos and visitors
centers. She has also worked as a curator, editor and

Mead Earns Thanks
for Disseminating
News of Research

‘When Jim I. Mead came to the Center for the Study
of the First Americans in 1983, among other
things, he set up a new journal that would bring
together research fromvarious disciplines related to
the peopling of the Americas. Now, after nine years,
Mead is stepping down as editor of the lively and
vital multidisciplinary journal Current Research in
the Pleistocene.

“I'have enjoyed being editor of CRP,” says Mead.
“I am proud of it and I appreciate all the authors
and readers. We all need to keep abreast; to
communicate.”

Mead says he started with the premise that too
many researchers who study people in North
America’s Pleistocene were working as if in a
vacuum. Analyzing the problem, he found it wasn’t
that researchers shunned the multidisciplinary ap-
proach but rather that they simply did not have time
to read all the journals necessary to keep abreast of
all developments related to their own particular in-
terests. Thus, Current Research in the Pleistocene
was designed to provide short communications from
various disciplines.

“I did not want just an archaeological approach,”
Mead writes in the journal’s Volume 9, which has
just been published. “My approach has always been
that archaeological remains are no different and no
more important than the sediments, snails, bones,
arthropods, pollen and so on.”

Mead, now of Northern Arizona University’s Qua-
ternary Studies Program, credits David J. Meltzer of
Southern Methodist University, who became his as-
sociate editor, and other colleagues for helping deal
with the annual flood of manuscripts, which must be
reviewed and sent to professional referees. Specifi-
cally, he cited the assistance of Larry D. Agenbroad,
Stan Ahlers and R. Scott Anderson at Northern Ari-
zona University. (Ahlers is now at the University of
North Dakota.)

Volume 9 of Current Research in the Pleistocene is
now available. See the order blank on page 7. The
price remains the same as it has been for the past
four years.

“Jim Mead deserves a big thank-you for his years
of guidance and work on CRP,” said Robson
Bonnichsen, director of the Center for the Study of
the First Americans, which publishes the journal.
Bonnichsen also thanked David Meltzer for his able
assistance.

Assistant Director Rebecca A. Foster at her
desk in Oregon State University’s Weniger Hall.

writer for historical societies and an association of
museums.

As Assistant Director of the Center, Foster will be
assisted by Patty Good, office specialist, who will
continue to handle the increasing clerical duties at
the Center’s office on the third floor of Weniger Hall,
one of Oregon State University’s principal science
buildings. The Center’s new laboratory space is on
‘Weniger Hall's second floor and includes newly re-
furbished space for lithic, faunal, and hair-analysis
laboratories.

The Center for the Study of the First Ameri-
cans, with initial funding from the Bingham Trust,
was designed to focus humanistic and scientific stud-
ies on resolving the great unanswered questions
about the peopling of the Americas. The Center
moved to.Oregon State University in 1991, where it
has adopted a unique organizational framework to
carry out its missions of research education and
public outreach. Though allied with the University’s
department of anthropology, where Bonnichsen
holds the title of professor, the Center remains
a separate entity under a partnership agreement
that seeks to combine the talent and resources
of the private sector with those of the academic
community.
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