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PRE-CLOVIS BARRIER BROKEN IN NEW MEXICO?

Another hot sleepy July afternoon was drawing to a
close when the telephone rang.

“Scotty MacNeish here,” came a gruff voice at the
end of the line. “I just wanted to let you know the results
of that date I was telling you about.”

Earlier in the month I had spoken with Dr. Richard S.
(“Scotty™ MacNeish about his recent work at Pendejo
Cave, a multicomponent site located in New Mexico’s
Chihuahua desert. Although the stratigraphy and asso-
ciated faunal remains of the cave suggested that some of
the archaeological materials were of great antiquity,
MacNeish and his team were anxiously awaiting the
first of the 24 C-14 dates that were being run on samples
from the site.

“Now the date is not from the lowest level,” cautioned
MacNeish, “but from Zone L. There are at least four
levels below L—Zones M, M1, N, and O.”

“Oh, oh,” I thought, “Scratch off another hopeful.” I
braced myself for an ensuing explanation of contamina-
tion, bioturbation, or the like.

“The radiocarbon date,” MacNeish announced, “is
24,420 +560 UCR-2499A.”
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Pendejo Cave (Fb9366) is located on the Fort Bliss
military base, approximately 13 miles east of Oro-
grande, New Mexico, and 30 miles north of El Paso,
Texas. The site itself lies about 50 m above an arroyo in
a small cliff that rises to a low mesa. Pendejo Cave is a
relatively small limestone cavern, measuring about 5 m
wide and 12 m deep, with a maximum height of 3 m. A
talus slope drops off steeply in front the cave’s mouth.

Although the site was first discovered in 1978, its
situation on the McGregor firing range of the Fort Bliss
military reservation precluded further investigation
until 1989, when firing activities were discontinued.
Later that same year, the cave was brought to the atten-
tion of MacNeish, who visited the site.

MacNeish has high praise for the archaeological
facility at Fort Bliss, which, he says, “gave us ultimate
cooperation.” In addition to providing the Pendejo Cave
team with living quarters on the base, the Department of
Defense allocated a stipend for some of the cataloguing.
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(Upper left) A quarizite pebble tool (near trowel) and the
toe bone of an extinct horse (between tweezers) were found
in Zone O, the lowest level of the cave. Zone O also
contained a bone awl made from a horse scapula. Photo-
graph (right) shows the many stratigraphic horizons of

Pendejo Cave. Level L, which contained artifacts and
extinct faunal remains, was recently radiocarbon dated at
24,420 +560. Sketch of the floor plan of Pendejo Cave

(lower left) shows the area excavated earlier this year.
(Photographs and drawing courtesy of R.S. MacNeish.)

A NEW CLOVIS DISCOVERY
IN NORTH-CENTRAL TEXAS

A recently excavated Clovis site in north-central Texas
may be instrumental in changing a number of common
perceptions on what the Clovis culture was like. The

Aubrey site, a deeply buried site located about 10 miles .

north of Denton on the Elm Fork Trinity flood plain, has
produced evidence suggesting that Clovis peoples prac-
ticed a much more opportunistic hunting strategy than
is generally believed. In contrast to the popular concep-
tion of Clovis peoples as specialized big-game hunters,
preliminary analysis of faunal remains recovered from
the site indicates that the Aubrey inhabitants exploited a
wide variety of small-game animals. “It’s not,” says prin-
cipal investigator Dr. C.Reid Ferring, University of
North Texas, “the classic one elephant/one Clovis point
site.” .

The Aubrey site has yielded a wealth of other infor-

mation seldom seen in Clovis sites, including well-pre-
served living surfaces that indicate discrete activity ar-
eas. The University of North Texas excavation team also
recovered extensive paleoenvironmental data that will
enable researchers to reconstruct past climates in this
area from about 15,000 years ago to the late Holocene.
The site promises to provide insights not only on
what Clovis life was like, but where Clovis sites may be
found. The location of the site, 8-10 m beneath the
surface of the Elm Fork Trinity River flood plain, sug-
gests that intact Clovis sites on the eastern Plains may
simply be rarely exposed. “If anything,” says Ferring,
“what the site could do is help us redefine our survey
strategy.” .
Ferring discovered the site in December of 1988
continued on page 4 -

























